“ONE GENERATION AND OUT”, NOT WHILE I’M STANDING

“One generation and out. We have no problems with the extinction of domestic animals.”

Wayne Pacelle, President of the Humane Society of the US

Many American citizens do not realize what is going on with the future of our companion animals behind our backs.  In this time of a nationwide financial “crunch” for most of us, while our attention is focused on interest rates and soaring gas prices, animal rights groups are moving in to annihilate the thing many of us hold most precious, our dog and cat companions.  

Several mandatory spay and neuter laws have been passed in major cities across the United States while our backs are turned.  These laws have one thing in common, the mandatory spay and neuter of ALL dogs and cats.  A similar bill is currently being proposed for the state of Virginia, HB1570.  This bill is an attempt to amend the current bill that requires adoption agencies to have a mandatory spay/neuter policy.  The new bill would include any dog or cat purchased or acquired to be spayed or neutered by the age of 6 months.  While the bill says that “hobby breeders, breed improvers, and breed fanciers” are exempt from this mandate, it also lists these same three as “dealers” that would be subject to the requirements of this bill.  What does all of this mean?  That every dog or cat purchased or acquired in the state of Virginia would have to be spayed or neutered, even if you didn’t adopt from a local animal shelter, effectively decimating the pet population in Virginia. 

Outside of the personal and species wide impacts a bill such as this will have, they will also have major economic impacts.   The pet care industry is a multi-billion dollar industry that employs thousands of individuals per year.  These places include pet food factories and their associated shipping agencies, veterinary clinics, pet stores, grooming facilities, boarding facilities, etc.  What jobs are these people supposed to do if reproducing their "product" is banned?  If bills such as this are passed, eventually all dogs and cats will die of old age, if nothing else, and a very limited supply will remain.  I doubt that enough will remain to keep all these places in business.

For years, animal rights groups such as PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) and the HSUS (Human Society of the United States) have pounded the public with atrocities of pet over-population.  And their solution to the problem seems to be a government mandated EXTINCTION of all dogs and cats through mandatory spaying and neutering.  Take a minute to think about it, if all dogs and cats are sterilized, where will our pets come from?  It’s simple, they won’t come from anywhere, they will be gone, and our local, state, and federal governments do not seem to see this.  But the HSUS and PETA do, and they are lobbying for it.   

It’s time for all of us as pet owners to take action.  It’s time to tell these animal rights zealots that we will not stand for this.  Here are a few things you can do to help fight these groups and save our pets:

1.
Write to your local, state, and federal government officials voicing your opinion AGAINST mandatory spay/neuter legislation for ALL animals.

2.
Stop donating to PETA and the HSUS.  They have no power without money.  And for those of you who don’t know, the HSUS is NOT affiliated with your local animal control, animal shelter, or SPCA at all.  This means, while you may be giving them money thinking you are helping homeless pets, you are not.  Much of the money is going for legislative lobbying and paying high priced salaries of the HSUS’s employees.  As for PETA’s animal shelter in Virginia, a recent release from PRNewswire-USNewswire states than in 2006 PETA euthanized “more than 97 percent of the dogs, cats, and other pets it took in for adoption in 2006. During that year, the well-known animal rights group managed to find adoptive homes for just 12 pets.”  This is almost triple an average euthanization rate of just over 34% in animal shelters nationwide for the same year.  So, they are no better at saving our pets than the HSUS.

3.
Donate to your local shelters and SPCA’s instead of the HSUS and PETA.  This is a must if we are going to stop them. 

4.
Vote only for pet friendly candidates and educate others about this fight.  Remember, when we vote, our pets vote, make their voices heard.

5.
Get your local veterinarians and pet supply stores involved.  This will affect them hardest.

While I firmly believe spaying and neutering pets is important, mandatory spaying and neutering of ALL pets will be devastating personally and economically, a clear violation of our democratic rights, and will be nothing less that the government mandated extinction of our dogs and cats.  Speak up now for our rights and the rights of all of our pets and companions.  Speak up for the rights of the animals that help save our lives, the search and rescue dogs, the police dogs, the seeing-eye dogs, and all of the service dogs.  Speak up now to save the jobs of all people in the pet service industry.  Help save our pets from extinction by these animal rights zealots who seem to feel that the only true right our pets have is to not be allowed to live or exist in this country.

