February 25, 2009

Dear Senator:

Please add our club to the opposition of SB 139.

SB 139 would unfairly limit acceptable practices of animal husbandry that are accompanied by appropriate veterinary care. This bill is not about animal welfare. It is yet another Animal Rights sponsored bill to incrementally erode our rights as Americans to own and enjoy our animals. Both ear cropping and tail docking are acceptable and well-established techniques used in animal husbandry to preserve important breed characteristics and prevent injury to the dog.

SB 139 injects politics into practices that should remain the right and responsibility of animal owners and the medical professionals they consult. Both ear cropping and tail docking are acceptable and well-established techniques used in animal husbandry to preserve important breed characteristics and prevent injury to the dog. Please oppose any bill that unfairly limits the rights of animal owners and tries to interfere with decisions that should be left to the dog owner and their veterinarian.

Animal husbandry combines the art and science of raising animals by blending time-honored practices and modern scientific knowledge into a system that provides for animal well-being and provides for safe and efficient management and handling of animals. Ear cropping and tail docking developed in particular breeds for particular purposes and is facing challenges based on outdated and misleading information. 

Sincerely

Leita Estes

Legislative Chairman, German Shorthaired Pointer Club of America

