June 29, 2007

Senate Republican Local Government Committee

Attn: Ryan Eisberg
Legislative Office Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax 916-445-3105
Please add our club to the opposition of AB 1634.
Please vote NO on the amended AB1634 the falsely named "California Healthy Pet Act". There is no amount of amending that can make this bill anything but a draconian bill. AB 1634 has now topped the list of anti-pet legislation in the country.  This bill if passed will interfere with pet owner’s rights to make decisions about their pets. This violates the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution as well.  
The German Shorthaired Pointer Club of America has a rotating National Specialty Show that comes to the West Coast every three years. We also have ten specialty clubs in California that hold conformation shows, hunt tests and field trials in the state. AB 1634 is the worst anti-pet legislation we have ever seen. This bill will have a negative impact on our members and clubs. Our club and the members provide quality companion animals to families along with lifetime support and guidance, we are not the problem.

We have already voted not to hold our National Specialty Show in California if this bill is passed. Our show lasts for 1 week and attracts over 500 total entries over that 7 day period. We have people that either fly or drive from all parts of the country, Canada, and South America to attend this show. We estimate the total expenditure for travel, hotel and food by our members is well over $1,000,000. We are only one National Club of the 180 breed clubs in the United States that this bill will have a negative impact on. Many clubs will choose as we did not to hold shows in California if this bill is passed. Since California has a large tourist driven economy I am sure you will choose to oppose this bill and show the country you are a pet friendly state.

Sincerely

Leita Estes

Legislative Chairman, German Shorthaired Pointer Club of America

